
as the email distribu-
tions we have utilized. 
Our finances are in 
great shape and, 
thanks to the success 
of the USJCI Winter 
Board convention; we 
have money for pro-
jects such as the 
Donnie Yandle Me-
morial Scholarship 
and assistance to the 
Texas Jaycees com-
petitors representing 
our great state at the 
national and Area C 
conventions.  We have 
increased awareness 
of the Return The Fa-
vor effort and have 
been called upon by 
our Texas Jaycees for 
guidance, training, and 
manpower on numer-
ous times throughout 
this year. We submit-
ted Texas scholars for 
consideration in the 
USJCI Senate Founda-
tion Scholarship pro-
gram and hope to hear 
that they are national 
winners in the coming 
weeks. 
We have seen more 
Texas JCI Senators 

Third down and 2 
yards to go, bottom of 
the ninth with two 
outs, coming into the 
last 20 furlongs, 20 
laps to go with single 
file restart….. What-
ever your terminology 
is, this should imply 
that we are coming to 
the end of this JCI 
Senate year. I would 
like to thank everyone 
for their outstanding 
efforts during the 
2008-09 year, espe-
cially my board of di-
rectors. All of you 
have preformed in an 
outstanding manner 
and your contributions 
to the Texas Jaycees 
and the Texas JCI 
Senate will not soon 
be forgotten. The 
Texas JCI Senate has 
been at growth all year 
and should close up 
10% over last year. 
We have laid a great 
foundation for contin-
ued growth next year. 
Our newsletter and 
webpage have been 
unbelievable commu-
nications tools as well 

traveling to state, re-
gional, and national 
JCI functions and 
showing the pride that 
we feel in our state 
and our organization. 
We, the Texas JCI 
Senate, are presenting 
a bid to host the next 
Region VIII meeting 
that will be held in 
Houston in April 
2010. This bid comes 
at the conclusion of a 
very successful host-
ing of the USJCI Sen-
ate for the Winter 
Board meeting in 
January of this year.  
Another exciting thing 
to come out of this 
event was the presen-
tation of a JCI Sena-
torship to one of the 
cook team who was a 
Rose-Rich Jaycee 
once upon a time. 
Congratulations to 
Frank Pickard #68706. 
During the Texas Jay-
cee Year End conven-
tion on February 7 the 
Texas JCI Senate wel-
comed our two newest 
members. It was an 
exciting ceremony 
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when outgoing first gen-
tleman of the Texas Jay-
cees, John Hollis, com-
pleted the presentation 
for new senator 68756 
incoming first gentle-
man, Rahyab Ryan Arif. 
Only minutes later Ryan 
was completing the 
presentation for senator 
68754 outgoing first 
gentleman John. Keep-
ing both these guys in 
the dark while involving 
them in these presenta-
tions was a great thrill 
for everyone involved. 
As we move toward the 
closing of this year I 
would like to encourage 

every member of our 
organization to remem-
ber the things that got us 
to where we are. Re-
member the things we 
did during our Jaycee 
career that prompted our 
local chapters to award 
us with this organiza-
tions highest individual 
honor. We truly are the 
elite and have knowl-
edge, skills, and experi-
ence unequaled any-
where. Please take every 
opportunity to share 
these with our Texas 
Jaycees and help them 
continue on a very suc-
cessful year. Every life 

we touch could come 
back to have a huge im-
pact on a family, a com-
munity, a state, or this 
great nation of ours. 
I look forward to seeing 
everyone at the year end 
meeting to be held on the 
weekend of May 29-30. 
See more details else-
where in this edition. 
Thanks again for all the 
support and friendships 
you have shown me dur-
ing this year. 

 

Doug Gressett #36965                                                                                                         

41st President, Texas 

JCI Senate 

that was used at the Dixie 
Institute dinner.  The dinner 
was attended by Mr. Crocket 
and Past US and State Presi-
dent Ms Sydney (Ward) 
Tompkins 
Ms Sydney Tompkins provide 
training 
Kim Buckman (64690), Dave 
Johnson (60572) (incoming 
Senate President) and Ms 
Katherine Cheng-Arif pro-
vided Texas Wine for the 
States Party. 
Jen Cook (67187) - Tattoos of 
the on-to logo. 
Jen Cook and John Chance 
(63285) loaded up their entire 
house and a few storage sheds 
in a u-haul to ensure we had 
everything in the Texas 
Condo. 
John Chance was the condo 
daily cook. 
Penelope Michel (59863) 
assisted in the training of 
some of the competitors (they 
did awesome) 
Jeff Finklea, John Chance and 
myself established the first 
annual Black Tie Texas Tail-
gate party in the parking lot of 

We are having a great year 
with 6 new Lifetime Member-
ships.  A special thanks to the 
new Lifetime Members! 
Senator Jen Cook and Past 
State President John Chance 
were this years Jaycees' On-
To Nationals chairs for Flor-
ida.  They rounded up some 
old timers (Senator Jeff 
Finklea and myself) to serve 
as grunts.  We were not much 
help but we did have a good 
time.  Looking back the Texas 
Senate really had a big impact 
on this years' event. 
Moton Crocket (1847) serves 
on the board of the National 
Foundation as well as Past 
Jaycee President and Senator 
Raj Nadkarni (52823) 
Raj Nadkarni is the Texas 
Dixie Institute primary and 
Past Jaycee President Dawn 
Clark-Graf (65070) is the 
second. 
Jeff Finkely (58330) provided 
the beer and did not go to the 
Pirate Party in order to pro-
vide transportation. 
Raj had the Taylor Jaycees 
deliver a cooler full of brisket 

the final awards ceremony.  
They had more attendance 
than space so since we were 
already outside we just had a 
party. 
Transportation Assistance, 
new Senator Ryan Arif 
(68756) 
New Senator - John Hollis, 
Dixie dinner chief cook 
Cindy  Shumard-Kager 
(59576)- designed the on-to 
logo and produced the on-to 
shirts 
Brenda Hansler (51678) se-
cured the  cured the on-to pins 
Dawn Clark-Graf - delivered 
the on-to shirts 
Raj - donation 
Texas Jaycee Senate, pro-
vided a donations to assist 
with the competitors expenses 
[I am sure I missed other 
Texas Senator supporters, I 
apologize] 
 
Send Me The Money 
Logan Giesie 
Texas JCI Treasurer 
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The Texas JCI Senate 
Life Membership is 
alive and cook-
ing.   Since its 
establishment in 1999, 
we have 94 full Texas 
JCI Senate Life Mem-
bers.  So far in 2009 
we already have five 
new Life Members 
compared to six in 
2008. Please help me 
welcome latest Life 

Members: 

Cindy Shumard-

Kager, Senator 59576 
LM 90 

Katherine Cheng-

Arif, Senator 65389 
LM 91 

Jim Murphy,           

Senator 47879 LM 92 

Janie Nash-Burnett,      

Senator 49921 LM 93 

George Abernathy,      

Senator 40528 LM 94 

Coke Cudd,           

Senator 35065 LM 95 

The Senate Life Mem-
bership was estab-
lished to provide oper-
ating funds for the on-
going operations of 
the Texas JCI Senate 
in perpetuity.  Only 
the income from the 
fund is distrusted an-

nually. 

Life Memberships are 
only $300 with the fist 
fifty dollars going di-
rectly to the Senate 
and the remaining 

$250 to the Life 
Fund.  Life Member-
ships can be paid all at 
once or throughout the 
calendar year but will 
only be awarded 
when paid in 
full.  For more infor-
mation on becoming 
a Life Member, feel 
free to contact my-
self or anyone else 
on the Senate Board. 

 

 
Respectfully Submit-
ted, 
Tom Hill 

Senator 55361 

(713) 232-5104 

plan to be a part of 
this endeavor we need 
your donations now.  I 
want to thank the 
many who have gener-
ously given and 
worked to raise funds 
for the scholarship.  
Many of you have 
made verbal or written 
commitments to con-
tribute to the fund.  
Now is the time to 
honor your commit-
ment.  Remember the 
Foundation is a 501 
(c)(3) corporation, and 
all donations are tax 

deductible.  Enclosed 
in this newsletter is a 
form to fill out and 
send with your dona-
tion. 
Together, we can not 
make this hap-
pen!! 
 
Bill Madding, 
#28920 
US JCI Senate 
Foundation 
Region 8 Repre-
sentative  
  

As reported in the last 
newsletter, we are tak-
ing donations to estab-
lish a perpetual schol-
arship fund in 
Donnie’s name 
through the US JCI 
Senate Foundation.  
The deadline for par-
ticipating in this pro-
gram to memorialize 
Donnie is quickly ap-
proaching.  We are 
just over $6,000 dol-
lars short of our goal 
and we must complete 
the project by the end 
of May 2009.  If you 
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DONNIE  YANDLE  MEMORIAL  SCHOLARSHIP 

Life Membership by Tom Hil l  

Players from the Donnie 
Yandle Memorial Golf 
Tournament January 23, 
2009, Tour 18 Golf 
Course (below) 

FAHERTY INSURANCE 

SERVICES 

Kevin Faherty #42138 
Life, Health, Disability, Retirement 

Tel. 817-886-4668 ·  
Toll-free 800-699-5791  



What a year it’s been, 
Senators!  Starting with 
the celebration of the 
40th anniversary of our 
Texas JCI Senate in 
May and on to hosting 
the US JCI Senate at the 
Winter Board meeting in 
January, it’s been a busy 
and exciting year.  A big 
thank you to all involved 
in the planning and suc-
cess of these two fantas-
tic meetings!     
 
It’s been my great pleas-
ure serving as your Vice 
President.  Hosting the 
First Timers program 
has been a lot of fun.  At 
our last meeting, the 
Texas Junior Chamber 
Year End celebration in 
Houston, we had 15 par-
ticipants in the First 
Timers program.  This 
was the largest group I 
have seen in a long time, 
but we were prepared!  
These Jaycees repre-
sented 6 different chap-
ters: Tyler, Taylor, 
Richardson, Browns-
ville, Houston Asian, 
and 4 members from the 
new extension, Sugar-
land.  It was an excited, 
motivated, and competi-
tive group.  At midnight, 
Saturday, three finally 
emerged as winners; 
though all really got in 
to the spirit of the pro-
gram and met nearly 
everyone at the hotel 
and meeting facility, 
Jaycee or not! (See list 
to the left) A special 
Thank You goes out to 

Pres. Doug Gressett and 
COB June Stansky for 
helping to wrangle the 
crowd and get them 
started.  Also, a really 
big thank you to HLM 
Kathie Gressett and Dr. 
June for their much 
needed help with the 
tabulation of the results 
(30 fingers are always 
better than ten…Thanx, 
Ladies.)  I would like to 
remind everyone that 
this program is impor-
tant in getting these Jay-
cees active and in-
volved. Please go out of 
your way to meet , greet 
and enlighten these 
members who are on 
their way to becoming 
the life blood of the or-
ganization. 
  
As we near the end of 
our Senate year, It be-
comes time for us to 
evaluate our responsi-
bilities to the organiza-
tion, we need to deter-
mine if each of us is do-
ing all we can for the 
continuation and growth 
of the Texas JCI Senate 
and the Texas Junior 
Chamber.  With this di-
rection in mind, I am 
declaring my candidacy 
for the office of Presi-
dent of the Texas JCI 
Senate for the next year, 
2009-2010. President 
Doug has done great job 
this year and it is my 
desire to continue his 
program of growth of 
the Senate and increased 
involvement and support 

of the Junior Chamber. I 
would like see us set up 
a more active and cur-
rent database of Senate 
resources around the 
state that can be drawn 
on by the Junior Cham-
ber. I would also like to 
see a reverse database 
set up so that Senators 
that have lost track with 
local chapters are able to 
find out what current 
Junior Chamber projects 
and activities are going 
on in their areas.  I 
would like to see us tak-
ing a more proactive and 
permanent effort to pre-
serve and publish our 
history.  I believe that 
we need increase our 
efforts to expand our 
electronic communica-
tive and interactive pro-
file.  The Senate is a 
very important part of 
my life and it is my most 
fervent desire to see it 
continue to grow and 
flourish. I hope that you 
all will support and join 
with me in these efforts.  
I would also encourage 
anyone others to step 
forward and help us to 
meet these goals and 
serve on the board this 
year. We still need a 
number of Senators to 
help fill out open board 
positions. If you have 
not yet spoken to myself 
or President Doug yet 
about service in the 
coming year, please con-
tact one of us soon. I 
will be at the Region 
VIII meeting in  

Page 4 The Senator 

The Top Three 

First Timers 

were: 

Second Place: 

Chris Trahan  

Tyler 

Vice President Dave Johnson 

First Place:  

Valentin Valles, 

Brownsville 

 

 

 

Third Place: 

Glen O’Banan   

Taylor  



Oklahoma City, April 24
-26, or you can contact 
me email at 
dj60572@gmail.com or 
on my cell at 972-213-
5175 with any interests, 
comments or concerns. 
Our elections meeting 
will be held in Houston 
the last weekend in May, 
there should be more 
information elsewhere in 
this newsletter. Please 
come, speak your mind, 
and show your support. 
At the Region VIII 
meeting in Oklahoma 
City, we will be present-

ing a bid to host the Re-
gion VIII meeting in 
2010 in Houston. I hope 
that many of you will 
travel with us to this 
meeting to support our 
bid as presented by Con-
vention Chairman, 
David Ray. We certainly 
could use your support 
and would love to have 
your fellowship. 
 
I hope that you will all 
join us in our local and 
national meetings in the 
coming year. And, most 
of all, please consider 

locating and bringing 
our absent brother and 
sister Senators with you. 
We all have friends that 
are no longer active, but 
still have a great deal to 
offer. Sometimes it just 
takes an invitation. 
Please make that call 
and bring them along. 

 

Yours in the Senate, 
Dave Johnson #60572 

Vice President 

2008/2009 
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Texas Junior Chamber International (JCI)   
Membership Appl ication  

Vice President Johnson Continued 

“I am declaring my 
candidacy for the 
office of President 
of the Texas JCI 
Senate for the next 
year, 2009-2010. “ 

Texas Junior Chamber International (JCI) Membership Application 

F. Name   
  

L. Name   

Address   
  

City   
  

State   Zip   

Phone   
  

e-mail   

Senate #   

Membership Options: Annual $30 or Life $300 

Life Membership can be made in quarterly payments of $75, due no later than 1 year of your initial payment. 

Please make checks payable to: Texas JCI Senate. 
Mail to: Logan Giesie, 1720 Half Moon Drive, Wharton, TX 77488 

Date Submitted   Processed Date   
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JCI World Pres ident Jun Sup Shin Vis its  Texas  

Congratulations 

New Senators: 

 
Frank Pickard 
Rosenberg-
Richmond 
 
John Hollis – 
Bryan College 
Station 
 
Rahyab Ryan 
Arif – Houston 
Asian 

JCI World President Jun Sup Shin visited Texas March 5 thru March 7.   

Texas Jaycee State President Katherine Cheng developed a whirlwind tour 
of Houston, Tyler and Dallas.  Several Texas Senators participated in the 
events and even more joined in for the Friday night dinner including Re-
gion 8 VP Scotty Croom and spouse Lola. 
  

- #51274 Michael Contello – Drove the Limo for the Houston area      
events 
- #51120 Logan Giesie – Part of the Houston tour delegation 

  

Thursday - Dinner @ Houston Rocket’s Yao Ming Restaurant ( Yao ’s) 
 
Friday: 

-  Sugarland City Hall – Meeting with Councilwoman Jacqueline  
    Baly Chaumette 
-  American 1st National Bank: Former Houston Asian Jaycees Bruce 
    Chen (Past President) and Jeannie Chang 
-   Houston City Hall – Council Member Ronald Green 
-   Lunch – Korean Chamber & Korea Assoc @ Soul Garden 
-   Westchase District – Former Texas State Presidents and TX JCI  
     Senators Jim Murphy and Dave Gilkerson 
-   United Central Bank – Vice-Chairman and Tx JCI Senator William 
     Yeh 
-   Coban Tech – Founded by a Houston Asian Jaycee  
    (maker of Police Car Dash Cam) 
-   Dinner @ Signature Manor (Pres Katherine Cheng’s event center)  
    with Jaycees Texas JCI Senators and Guest (featured the inaugura 
    tion of the Sugarland Jaycee Offices by JCI World President Jun 
    Sup Shin) 
 

Saturday: 
-   Tyler Texas – Chili Cook-off assisted by the Tyler Jaycees 
-   Dallas LOTS training and Dallas Jaycee wine tasting event @ 
    Dallas Contemporary Museum   

 
At the Jaycee National Convention in Florida , JCI Executive Director 
praised Texas and Texas Jaycee President Cheng for all of their efforts in 
such an action packed Texas event! 

 
 

Bert Miller #53534                                                                                                                                                                   

Mayor of Navasota  

The Miller Agency Inc. 

Insurance 

Your Trusted Choice Agent 

PO Box 31, Navasota, TX 77868 

936/825-6789  or 800/666-7049 

936/825-6790 fax 

www.millerinsurancetexas.com  
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Texas Jaycees  Year End Results ! 

“To catch the reader's attention, place an 
interesting sentence or quote from the story here.” 

Hello fellow Jaycees! 
  
Texas ruled the house in Florida.  Everyone had a great time.  States night was fantastic, thank you for all your hard work Jen and 
John.  Everyone helped in serving but we must give a big round of applause because without Jennifer Cook and John Chance I know I 
would have been lost all week.  They made sure we had food and everyone was where they needed to be at all times.  I can never say 
Thank You enough! 
  
We started the week in Florida with the competitors.  We had Carlos Obando for Brownfield, Kim Booth for Speak Up, Jessica Lampert 
for Write-Up and our debate team was Jasmine Wabbington, Jonathan Fong and Michael Chang.  Kim Booth, Carlos Obando and the 
Debate Team made call backs.  Carlos got first place in Brownfield and the Debate team got first place.  WAY TO GO TO ALL COM-
PETITORS.  You guys all did a great job! 
  
TEXAS!  Wow.  What can I say.  2008 was the year.  I lined up for the Parade of States and we were in no specific order.  We just stood 
like cattle in a pen waiting to hear our state called and run up with the flag to the stage.  I waited and waited and they were going in the 
alphabet and I noticed some states were being missed.  Then they came to the T’s and Texas was missed.  I actually had to ask someone 
why some were skipped.  Our fantastic NVP Chrystal Ramsey from Florida told me that the top 10 were called at the end.  I thought 
wow, we did it.  We made it to the top 10.  I was so excited and so proud to be representing Texas.  Then they called, 10th, 9th, 8th and so 
on.  Then they were down to the top 5.  Oh my gosh my heart was pounding.  There were 5 states left and we were one of them.  We all 
stood in a huddle and congratulated each other and wished each other good luck.  And then that great state was called, 5th Texas!  I 
couldn’t believe it.  I ran up there swinging the flag and was so happy.  I wish the entire state of Texas could’ve been there.  Because 
without all the chapters we never could have made it to the top 5.  Plus, we blue chipped! 
  
During the awards on Thursday these chapters and individuals were recognized, Victoria doubled up in membership, Houston Asian 
Blue-Chipped, Houston Asian got a Metro Chapter Award and Lenney Yip with Houston Asian got Outstanding Local Vice President. 
 The Hours of Powers and Training on Friday were fantastic.  We continued with more awards on Friday.  Texas was recognized for 
growth in October and December.  I, Candace, received a Presidential Award of Honor and John Hollis, my better half, received a Spe-
cial Partner Award.  
  
Now for all of you who do books and submitted, CONGRATULATIONS!  For those who have memorable and fantastic projects you 
too should submit because you just never know.  The Houston Jaycees got 1st Place for the Consular Forum and then took Project of the 
Year for the Consular Forum!  I can attest that this project is fantastic and definitely worth the money and time.  Houston also took 2nd in 
Individual Development with the Five Outstanding Young Houstonians and 2nd for their Women’s Center Shopping Tour, Victoria took 
2nd in Community Development with 2 for 1 and they took 2nd place for the Livestock Show Auction. 
  
Friday night was a late night as some of the 2008 Presidents along with President Denice stayed up into the wee hours, 6am ish, cele-
brating their victories and just enjoying each other.  I had a great year and it was hard saying good bye to everyone.  The 2008 Presidents 
bonded and we have committed to getting together at conventions in the future. 
  
Saturday followed with some great training and a little pool side time.  Everyone enjoyed their training and hopefully took some new 
ideas and drive back to their chapters.  Saturday night was a formal event and we all wanted to be present for President Katherine to take 
her oath.  She and her family were beautiful.  President Katherine took the oath along with the 2009 Executive Board and all the 2009 
Presidents.  President John took his Oath after everyone else and we celebrated their new positions with dancing and drinks.  
  
President Katherine was awarded for growth for January and February and for the extension of Sugarland.  Her 2009 Board is doing a 
great job and they are on fire.  They are working on growth for March and I believe they will make it.  They have several extensions in 
the works and I know with a little ambition they will meet their goals.  PLUS….Our very own Jessica Lampert won first timers for the 
US.  Several of our Texas delegates participated in First Timers and of course, Texas showed them. 
  
Thank you again to everyone who helped make 2008 a Success for Texas!  Senators, Ambassadors, Friends, Families and Jaycees, we 
did it.  Celebrate and be proud.  Together we accomplished our success. 
  

Love you all!  Candace Hollis 

Chairman of the Board Texas Jaycees 
2009 SOT US Jaycee Chairman 
jchollis@suddenlink.net 
979-690-3423 home 
979-822-7899 work 
979-575-5218 cell 
 
  



 

RETURN THE FAVOR FORM  

Texas JCI Senate 

 

 

 
President Doug Gressett 

3407 Northfield Drive 

Midland, TX  79707 

Senator Name: _____________________________ Senate # ________________ 

  Address: __________________________________ , TX ________________ 
  Is Senator Jaycee Age? _____ Yes _____ No 

  What have you done for the Jaycees to Return the Favor? 
  (Please explain activity that you have done and the Date & Number of hours that you 

spent.) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________   

Date: __________________________ Hours Spent: ____________________ 
  Submitted by: Name ______________________________________________ 

  Address: ____________________________________ , TX _______________ 

  Phone Number: ___________________ E-Mail: _______________________ 
  Submit to txjcisenaterft@yahoo.com 
 


